Article 22. Inadmissibility of a Judge's Repeated Participation in the Consideration of the Case

1. A judge, who participated in the consideration of the case in a commercial court of the first
instance, may not participate in the consideration of this case in appellate or cassational courts or in
supervisory review proceedings.

2. A judge, who participated in the consideration of the case in an appellate commercial court,
may not participate in the consideration of this case in courts of the first instance or in cassational
courts or in supervisory review proceedings.

3. A judge, who participated in the consideration of the case in a cassational commercial court,
may not participate in the consideration of this case in courts of the first and appellate instances or in
supervisory review proceedings.

4. A judge, who participated in the consideration of a case in supervisory review proceedings,
may not participate in the consideration of this case in courts of the first, appellate or cassational
Istances.

Article 23. Recusal of an Assistant of a Judge, Court Session Secretary, Expert, Specialist or
Interpreter

1. An assistant of a judge, court session secretary, expert, specialist or interpreter may not
participate in the consideration of the case and are recused for reasons stated in Article 21 of this
Code.

If an expert conducted an audit or an inspection, the materials of which serve as grounds for the
application to the commercial court or are used during the consideration of the case, it is also a reason
for the expert’s recusal.

2. Participation of an assistant of a judge, a court session secretary, an expert, a specialist or an
interpreter in previous consideration of a given case by a commercial court respectively in the capacity
of an assistant of a judge, a court session secretary, an expert or an interpreter is not a reason for their
recusal.

Article 24. Applications for Self-recusals and Recusals

1. If there are reasons stated in Articles 21 to 23 of this Code, a judge, a commercial court
assessor, an assistant of a judge, a court session secretary, an expert, a specialist or an interpreter are
obliged to declare a self-recusal. Persons participating in the case may declare recusals for the same
reasons. The recusal of an assistant of a judge, court session secretary, expert, specialist or interpreter
may be likewise considered by initiative of the court.

2. Self-recusal or recusal must be reasoned and declared prior to starting the consideration of a
case on its merits.

It is only allowed to file an application for self-recusal or recusal during the consideration of
the case, if the reason for it became known to the person filing it after the commencement of the
consideration of the case on its merits.

3. A repeated application for recusal for the same reasons may not be filed by the same person.

Article 25. Consideration of a Declared Recusal

1. In the event of application for recusal, the commercial court hears the opinions of persons
participating in the case, as well as of the person being recused, should this person wish to give
explanations.

2. The issue of recusal of the single judge considering the case is resolved by the president of
the commercial court, the deputy president of the commercial court or the head of a judicial chamber.

3. If one of the judges considering the case in panel is being recused, this issue is resolved by a



majority vote in the same court composition in the absence of the judge being recused. If there is an
even number of votes cast for and against the recusal, the judge is recused.

The issue of recusal of several judges or of the whole court composition considering the case is
resolved by the president of the commercial court, the deputy president of the commercial court or the
head of a judicial chamber.

4. The recusal of an assistant of a judge, a court session secretary, an expert, a specialist or an
interpreter is considered by the court composition considering the case.

5. A ruling is issued after the resolution of issue of a self-recusal or a recusal.

Article 26. Consequences of Satisfaction of an Application for Recusal

1. A judge, who declares a self-recusal, as well as an application for whose recusal is satisfied,
is replaced by another judge.

2. In the event of satisfaction of an application for self-recusal or for the recusal of a judge,
several judges, or of the whole composition of the court, the case is considered by the same
commercial court, but by another composition of the court.

3. If as a result of satisfaction of self-recusals and recusals it is impossible to form a new
composition of the court to consider the given case in the same commercial court, the case is referred
to another commercial court of the same level in the manner established by Article 39 of this Code.

Chapter 4. Competence and Jurisdiction of Commercial Courts

§ 1. Competence

Article 27. Cases within the Scope of Competence of Commercial Courts

1. The scope of competence of commercial courts includes economic disputes and other cases
related to the exercise of entrepreneurial and other economic activities.

2. Commercial courts settle economic disputes and consider other cases with the participation
of organisations which are legal entities, of individuals, engaged in entrepreneurial activities without
forming a legal entity and having the status of an individual entrepreneur obtained in the manner
established by laws (hereinafier referred to as "individual entrepreneurs"), and in the instances
provided for by this Code and other federal laws, with the participation of the Russian Federation, the
constituent units of the Russian Federation, municipal formations, state bodies, local government
bodies, other bodies, state officials, formations which do not have the status of a legal entity, and
individuals which do not have the status of an individual entrepreneur (hereinafter referred to as
"organisations and individuals™).

3. Federal law may refer other cases to the scope of competence of commercial courts.

4. If the commercial court accepts an application in compliance with the rules of competence, it
must consider it on its merits, even if in the future an individual without the status of an individual
entrepreneur is drawn to participation in the case as a third person, not filing individual claims in
respect of the subject matter of the dispute.

5. Commercial courts consider cases within the scope of their competence with the
participation of Russian organisations, citizens of the Russian Federation, as well as of foreign
organisations, international organisations, foreign citizens and stateless persons engaged in
entrepreneurial activities, as well as organisations with foreign investments, unless otherwise provided
by an international treaty of the Russian Federation.

Article 28. Competence over Economic Disputes and Other Cases Arising from Civil Relations

Commercial courts consider in adversarial proceedings economic disputes and other cases



arising from civil relations, related to the exercise of entrepreneurial and other economic activities by
legal entities and individual entrepreneurs, and in the instances provided by this Code and other federal
laws, by other organisations and individuals, except for cases, considered by the Moscow City Court in
compliance with Part 3 of Article 26 of the Civil Procedure Code of the Russian Federation.

Article 29. Competence over Economic Disputes and Other Cases Arising from Administrative
and Other Public Relations

1. Commercial courts consider in administrative proceedings the following economic disputes,
arising from administrative and other public relations, and other cases related to the exercise of
entrepreneurial and other economic activities by organisations and individuals:

1) abrogated;

1.1) of challenge of normative legal acts which concern the applicant’s rights and legitimate
interests in the sphere of entrepreneurial and other economic activities, should federal laws refer the
consideration of such cases to the competence of a commercial court;

2) of challenge of non-normative legal acts, decisions and actions (failures to act), infringing
the applicant's rights and lawful interests in the sphere of entrepreneurship and other kinds of
economic activities, adopted by state bodies, local government bodies, state officials and other bodies
and organisations, vested by federal law with certain state powers or other public powers;

3) on administrative offences, should federal laws refer the consideration of such cases to the
competence of a commercial court;

4) on recovery of compulsory payments and penalties from organisations and individuals,
engaged in entrepreneurship and other economic activities, unless federal laws provide another manner
of recovery;

5) other cases arising from administrative and other public relations if consideration of such
cases is referred to the competence of a commercial court by federal law.

2. Abrogated.

Article 30. Competence over Cases on the Establishment of Legally Significant Facts

Commercial courts consider in special proceedings cases on the establishment of facts, legally
significant for the emergence, change and termination of rights of organisations and individuals in the
sphere of entrepreneurship and other economic activities.

Article 31, Competence over Cases on the Challenge of Arbitration Tribunals® Awards and on
the Issuance of Writs of Execution for the Enforcement of Arbitration Tribunals’
Awards

Commercial courts consider in compliance with Chapter 30 of this Code:

1) cases on the challenge of awards of arbitration tribunals with regard to disputes arising in the
course of entreprencurial and other economic activities;

2) cases on the issuance of writs of execution for the enforcement of arbitration awards with
regard to disputes arising in the course of entreprencurial and other economic activities.

Article 32. Competence over Cases on the Recognition and Enforcement of Judgements of
Foreign Courts and Foreign Arbitration Awards

Commercial courts consider in compliance with Chapter 31 of this Code cases on the
recognition and enforcement of judgements of foreign courts and foreign arbitration awards with

regard to disputes arising in the course of entrepreneurial and other economic activities.

Article 33. Special Competence of Commercial Courts



1. Commercial courts consider cases:

1) on insolvency (bankruptcy);

2) indicated in Article 225.1 of this Code;

3) related to the denial of state registration or evasion of state registration by legal entities and
individual entreprenecurs;

4) arising from the activity of depositaries, related to the registration of rights to shares and
other securities and with the exercise of other rights and fulfilment of other obligations provided by
federal law;

4" arising from the activity of state corporations and related to their legal status, the manner of
their management, creation, re-organisation, liquidation, organisation and authority of their bodies and
responsibility of the persons comprising their bodies;

4%) on the protection of intellectual property rights with the participation of organisations,
conducting collective administration of copyright rights and neighbouring rights and also on disputes,
referred to the jurisdiction of the Intellectual Property Rights Court;

5) on the protection of business reputation in the sphere of entrepreneurial and other economic
activities;

6) other cases arising in the course of entrepreneurial and other economic activities, in the
instances provided by federal laws.

2. Cases specified in Part 1 of this Article are considered by commercial courts regardless of
whether the participants of the legal relations from which a dispute or a claim arises are legal entities,
individual entrepreneurs or other organisations or individuals.

§ 2. Jurisdiction

Article 34. Jurisdiction of Commercial Courts

1. Cases within the scope of competence of commercial courts are considered in the first
instance by commercial courts of republics, territories, regions, federal cities, autonomous regions and
autonomous areas (hereinafter referred to as "commercial courts of the constituent units of the Russian
Federation"), save for cases referred to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Commercial Court of the
Russian Federation, of the Intellectual Property Rights Court and of the Federal Commercial Courts of
Circuits.

2. The Supreme Commercial Court of the Russian Federation considers as a court of the first
instance:

1) cases of challenge of normative legal acts of the President of the Russian Federation, the
Government of the Russian Federation and federal executive bodies, which concern the applicant’s
rights and legitimate interests in the sphere of entreprencurial and other economic activities, save for
cases, mentioned in Part 4 of this Article;

2) cases of challenge of non-normative legal acts of the President of the Russian Federation, the
Federation Council and the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, of the
Government of the Russian Federation and the Governmental Commission for Control over Foreign
Investments in the Russian Federation which do not comply with the law and concern the applicant’s
rights and legitimate interests in the sphere of entrepreneurial and other economic activities;

3) economic disputes between the Russian Federation and the constituent units of the Russian
Federation, and between the constituent units of the Russian Federation.

3. Federal Commercial Courts of Circuits consider as courts of the first instance compensation
claims for the violation of right to a fair trial within a reasonable time or the right to enforcement of a
judicial act within a reasonable time.

4. The Intellectual Property Rights Court considers as a court of the first instance:

1) cases of challenge of normative legal acts of federal executive bodies, which concern the
applicant’s rights and legitimate interests in the sphere of legal protection of results of intellectual



activity and means of individualisation, and likewise in the sphere of patent rights and rights to
achievements of breeding, integrated circuit layouts, rights to secrets of production (know-how), rights
to the means of individualisation of legal entities, goods, works, services and enterprises, rights of use
of the results of intellectual activity in the system of unified technology:;

2) cases concerning the granting or termination of legal protection of results of intellectual
activity and of means of individualisation of legal entities, goods, works, services and enterprises,
equated to them (except for objects of copyright and neighbouring rights, integrated circuit layouts),
including:

cases of challenge of non-normative legal acts, decisions and actions (failures to act) of the
federal state body for intellectual property, federal state body for achievements of breeding and of their
officials, as well as of organs, authorised by the President of the Russian Federation to consider
applications for the issuance of patents for secret inventions;

cases of challenge of the federal antitrust organ’s decisions to recognise actions, involving the
obtainment of exclusive rights to means of individualisation of legal entities, goods, works, services
and enterprises, as unfair competition;

cases on the establishment of a patent holder;

cases on the recognition of a patent for an invention, a utility model, an industrial design or an
achievement of breeding as invalid; on the recognition of a decision to grant legal protection to a
trademark, a designation of place of origin of goods and to grant the exclusive right to such a
designation as invalid, unless federal law provides another manner for that;

cases on the early termination of legal protection of a trademark as the result of its non-use.

Article 35. Filing a Claim at the Location or Place of Residence of the Defendant

A claim is filed with the commercial court of a constituent unit of the Russian Federation at the
location or place of residence of the defendant.

Article 36, Plaintiff's Choice of Jurisdiction

1. A claim against the defendant, whose location or place of residence is unknown, may be
filed with the commercial court at the location of the defendant’s property or at the defendant’s last
known location or place of residence in the Russian Federation.

2. A claim against defendants, located or resident in different constituent units of the Russian
Federation, is filed with the commercial court at the location or place of residence of one of the
defendants.

3. A claim against the defendant, located or resident on the territory of a foreign state, may be
filed with the commercial court at the location of the defendant's property on the territory of the
Russian Federation.

4. A claim, arising from a contract with a specified place of execution, may be filed with the
commercial court at the place of execution of the contract.

5. A claim against a legal entity, arising from the activities of its representative office or branch
office, situated away from the location of the legal entity, may be filed with the commercial court at
the location of the legal entity or its representative or branch office.

6. Claims for damages, caused by a collision of vessels, or for the recovery of a reward for
marine salvage may be filed with the commercial court at the location of the defendant's vessel or at
the port of registry of the defendant's vessel, or at the place of the infliction of damage.

7. The plaintiff chooses between the commercial courts, having jurisdiction over the case
according to this Article.

Article 37. Contractual Jurisdiction

Jurisdiction established by Articles 35 and 36 of this Code may be changed by agreement of



the parties prior to the acceptance of the application by the commercial court.
Article 38. Exclusive Jurisdiction

1. Claims for rights to immovable property are filed with the commercial court at the location
of the immovable property.

2. Claims for rights to sea and air vessels, inland navigation vessels and nonterrestrial objects
are filed with the commercial court at the place of their state registration.

3. A claim against the carrier, arising from a contract of carriage of freight, passengers and
their baggage, and likewise in the event of the carrier being one of the defendants, is filed with the
commercial court at the location of the carrier.

3L A dispute, in which a commercial court is a person participating in the case, is brought
before the Commercial court of the Moscow Region, except when the person participating in the case
is a commercial court situated in the Moscow Judicial Circuit. In that instance, the dispute is brought
before the Commercial court of the Tver Region.

4. An application for declaring a debtor fbankrupt is filed with the commercial court at the
location of the debtor.

4', A statement of claim or an application concerning the dispute stated in Article 225" of this
Code is filed with the commercial court at the location of the legal entity mentioned in Article 225" of
this Code.

5. An application for the establishment of legally significant facts is filed with the commercial
court at the location or place of residence of the applicant, save for applications for the establishment
of legally significant facts for the emergence, change or termination of rights to immovable property,
which are filed to a court at the location of the immovable property.

6. An application for challenge of decisions and actions (failures to act) of a bailiff is filed with
the commercial court at the location of the bailiff.

7. Applications related to disputes between Russian organisations, exercising activities or
having property on the territory of a foreign state, are filed with the commercial court at the place of
state registration of the defendant organisation in the Russian Federation.

Applications related to disputes between Russian organisations, exercising activities or having
property on the territory of a foreign state and which do not have state registration on the territory of
the Russian Federation, are filed with the Commercial court of the Moscow region.

8. dbrogated.

9. An application for the recognition and enforcement of judgements of foreign courts and of
foreign arbitration awards is filed by the party, in whose favour a judgement of a foreign court has
been rendered, with the commercial court of the constituent unit of the Russian Federation at the
location or place of residence of the debtor or, if the location or place of residence of the debtor is
unknown, at the location of the debtor's property.

10. A counterclaim, regardless of which court has jurisdiction over it, is filed with the
commercial court at the place of consideration of the original claim.

Article 39. Referral of a Case from One Commercial Court to Another

1. A case accepted by the commercial court subject to the rules of jurisdiction must be
considered by this court on its merits, even though in the future another court could obtain the
jurisdiction to consider it.

2. The commercial court refers the case for consideration to another commercial court of the

same level, if:

1) a defendant, whose location or place of residence was not known before, files a motion for
the referral of the case to the commercial court at the location or place of residence thereof;

2) both parties file a motion for the consideration of the case at the location of the greater part
of the evidence;




3) it turns out in the course of consideration of the case that it was accepted in violation of the
rules of jurisdiction;

4) it is established in the course of consideration of the case by the court that the same
commercial court is a person participating in the case;

5) after the recusal of one or several judges or for some other reason it is impossible to form a
composition of the court to consider the given case.

2'. In the instance stated in Item 4, Part 2 of this Article, the commercial court refers the case
for consideration to another commercial court, determined in accordance with Part 3' of Article 38 of
this Code.

3. After resolving the issue of referral of the case to another court for consideration, the
commercial court issues a ruling which may be appealed against to an appellate commercial court
within ten days from the day of its issuance. The appeal against such a ruling is considered without
summoning the parties, within five days from the day of its receipt by the court.

The case and the ruling are forwarded to the respective commercial court upon the expiry of the
term, stipulated for appealing against the ruling, and if an appeal has been filed - after the delivery of
the judgement to leave the appeal without satisfaction.

4, A case referred from one commercial court to another commercial court must be accepted by
the court, to which it has been referred. Disputes on jurisdiction between commercial courts in the
Russian Federation are not allowed.

Chapter 5. Persons Participating in the Case and Other Participants
of Commercial Proceedings

Article 40. Persons Participating in the Case

Persons participating in the case are:

the parties;

applicants and persons concerned - in cases of special proceedings, in insolvency (bankruptcy)
cases, and in other instances provided by this Code;

third persons;

the prosecutor, state bodies, local government bodies, other bodies and organisations, as well as
individuals, applying to the commercial court in the instances provided by this Code.

Article 41. Rights and Duties of Persons Participating in the Case

1. Persons participating in the case are entitled to access the case materials, to make extracts
from them and to make copies of them; to make recusals; to present evidence and to access the
evidence presented by other persons participating in the case prior to the beginning of the judicial
proceedings; to participate in the examination of evidence; to pose questions to other participants of
commercial proceedings, to file motions, to make statements, to give explanations to the commercial
court, to state their arguments with regard to all matters arising in the course of the consideration of the
case; to access motions filed by other persons, to object against motions and arguments of other
persons participating in the case; to obtain information on complaints made by other persons
participating in the case, on judicial acts delivered in respect of the given case and to obtain copies of
judicial acts, issued in the form of separate documents; to access the judge's separate opinion on the
case; to appeal against judicial acts; to enjoy other procedural rights, granted to them by this Code and
other federal laws.

Persons participating in the case also have the right to submit documents to the commercial
court in electronic form, to fill out the forms on the commercial court's official website in the manner,
established by the Supreme Commercial Court of the Russian Federation within the scope of its
powers.

2. Persons participating in the case must exercise all the procedural rights, vested in them, in



good faith.

Abuse of procedural rights by persons participating in the case entails negative consequences,
stated by this Code for these persons.

3. Persons participating in the case discharge procedural duties, established by this Code and
other federal laws, or placed on them by the commercial court in compliance with this Code.

Failure to discharge procedural duties by persons participating in the case entails for them the
effects stipulated in this Code.

Article 42. Rights of Persons Not Participating in the Case in Respect of Whose Rights and
Duties the Commercial Court Issued a Judicial Act

Persons not participating in the case, in respect of whose rights and duties the commercial court
issued a judicial act, are entitled to appeal against this judicial act, as well as to dispute it in
supervisory review proceedings in compliance with the rules established by this Code. Such persons
enjoy the rights and discharge the duties of persons participating in the case.

Article 43. Procedural Legal Capacity and Active Procedural Legal Capacity

1. The ability to have procedural rights and to discharge procedural duties (procedural legal
capacity) is equally recognised for all organisations and individuals, vested under federal laws with the
right to court protection of their rights and legitimate interests in commercial courts.

2. The ability to exercise procedural rights and discharge procedural duties by their actions
(active procedural legal capacity) belongs in commercial courts to organisations and individuals.

3. The rights and legitimate interests of incapable individuals are protected in commercial
proceedings by their legal representatives - parents, adoptive parents, custodians or guardians.

Article 44. Parties

1. The plaintiff and the defendant are the parties to commercial proceedings.

2. Plaintiffs are organisations and individuals filing a claim for the protection of their rights and
legitimate interests.

3. Defendants are organisations and individuals against whom a claim is filed.

4, Parties enjoy equal procedural rights.

Article 45. Applicants

1. Applicants are organisations and individuals, filing applications with the commercial court in
the instances provided by this Code and other federal laws, and entering commercial proceedings on
the basis of those applications.

2. Applicants enjoy the procedural rights and discharge the procedural duties of a party, unless
otherwise stated by this Code.

Article 46. Participation of Several Plaintiffs or Defendants in the Case

1. A claim may be filed with the commercial court jointly by several plaintiffs or against
several defendants (joinder of the parties).

2. The joinder of parties is allowed if:

1) the subject matter of the dispute is common rights and (or) duties of several plaintiffs or
defendants;

2) the rights and (or) duties of several plaintiffs or defendants have the same ground;

3) the subject matter of the dispute is homogeneous rights and duties.

3. Each of the plaintiffs or defendants acts in proceedings independently towards the opposing



party. Participants of a joinder of parties may entrust one or several participants of the joinder with the
conduct of the case.

4. Co-plaintiffs may join the proceedings prior to the delivery of the judicial act finalising the
consideration of the case on its merits by a commercial court of the first instance.

5. Where it is impossible to consider a case without the participation of another person in the
role of a defendant, the commercial court of the first instance draws this person to participation in the
case as a co-defendant upon the motion of the parties or by consent of the plaintiff.

6. Where federal law envisages the compulsory participation of another person in the case in
the capacity of a defendant, as well as in cases arising from administrative and other public relations,
the commercial court of the first instance draws such a person to participation in the case in the
capacity of a co-defendant on its own initiative.

7. A ruling is issued on the entry of a co-plaintiff into the case or the drawing of a co-defendant
to participation, or if the court doesn’t allow one of the above. A ruling rejecting the motion for a co-
plaintiff to enter into the case, or drawing a co-defendant to participation in the case may be appealed
against in an appellate commercial court by the person that filed the corresponding motion within ten
days from the date of its issuance.

8. After a co-plaintiff enters into the case or a co-defendant is drawn to participation in the
case, the case is considered de noveo.

Article 47. Replacement of an Improper Defendant

1. If during the preparation of the case for judicial proceedings or in the course of judicial
proceedings in a court of the first instance it is established that the claim has been filed against a
person which is not liable under the claim, the commercial court may allow the replacement of the
improper defendant with the appropriate one upon the motion or by consent of the plaintiff.

2. If the plaintiff does not consent to the replacement of the defendant by another person, the
court may, by consent of the plaintiff, draw this person as the second defendant.

3. After the replacement of an improper defendant or the entry of the second defendant into the
case, the case is considered de novo.

4. The commercial court issues a ruling on the replacement of an improper defendant by the
appropriate one or on drawing the appropriate defendant as the second defendant.

5. If the plaintiff does not consent to the replacement of the defendant by another person, or to
drawing of this person as the second defendant, the commercial court considers the case on the basis of
the stated claim.

Article 48. Procedural Legal Succession

1. In the event of withdrawal of one of the parties from a disputable legal relation or from a
legal relation established by a judicial act of the commercial court (reorganisation of a legal entity,
cession, assignment of debt, death of an individual and in other instances of changing of persons in an
obligation), the commercial court replaces this party with its legal successor and indicates this in a
judicial act. Legal succession is possible at any stage of commercial proceedings.

2. The replacement of a party by its successor or the refusal of the commercial court to effect it
is indicated in the respective judicial act which may be appealed against.

3. All actions committed in the course of proceedings prior to the entry of a legal successor into
the case are mandatory to the successor to the same extent, to which they were mandatory for the
person whom the legal suceessor replaces.

Article 49. Changing the Ground or Subject Matter of the Claim, Changing the Amount of the
Claim, Renunciation of the Claim, Acknowledgement of the Claim, Settlement
Agreement




1. The plaintiff is entitled to change the grounds or the subject matter of the claim, to increase
or decrease the amount of claims during the consideration of the case by a commercial court of the first
instance and prior to the delivery of a judicial act finalising the consideration of the case on its merits.

2. The plaintiff is entitled to renounce the claim fully or in part prior to the delivery of a
judicial act finalising the consideration of the case on its merits by a commercial court of the first
instance or by an appellate commercial court.

3. The defendant is entitled to acknowledge the claim in whole or in part during the
consideration of the case by a commercial court of any instance.

4. The parties may terminate the case by concluding a settlement agreement in the manner
provided by Chapter 15 of this Code.

5. The commercial court does not accept the plaintiff's renunciation of the claim, the decrease
of the amount of the claim, the defendant's acknowledgment of the claim and does not validate a
settlement agreement, should it contradict the law or violate the rights of other persons. In these
instances the court considers the case on its merits.

Article 50. Third Persons, Filing Independent Claims in Respect of the Subject Matter of the
Dispute

1. Third persons, filing independent claims in respect of the subject matter of the dispute, may
enter the case before a decision is delivered by a commercial court of the first instance.

2. Third persons, filing independent claims in respect of the subject matter of the dispute, enjoy
the rights and discharge the duties of the plaintiff, save for the obligation to follow a claim procedure
or another alternative dispute resolution procedure, if such is provided by federal laws for the given
category of disputes or by an agreement.

3. If a third person, filing an independent claim in respect of the subject matter of the dispute,
enters the case after the beginning of judicial proceedings, the case is to be considered in a commercial
court of the first instance from the very beginning.

4. A ruling is issued if a third person, filing independent claims in respect of the subject matter
of the dispute, enters into the case or the court refuses to allow that. A ruling on the refusal to allow a
third person, filing independent claims in respect of the subject matter of the dispute, to enter into the
case may be appealed against by the person, filing the respective motion, within ten days from the date
of'issuance of the ruling.

Article 51. Third Persons, Not Filing Independent Claims in Respect of the Subject Matter of
the Dispute

1. Third persons, not filing independent claims in respect of the subject matter of the dispute,
may enter the case on the side of the plaintiff or the defendant prior to the delivery of a judicial act
finalising the consideration of the case by a commercial court of the first instance, if this judicial act
may influence their rights and duties towards one of the parties. They may be likewise drawn to
participation in the case upon the motion of the parties or by the initiative of the court.

2. Third persons, not filing independent claims in respect of the subject matter of the dispute,
enjoy the procedural rights and discharge the procedural duties of a party, save for the right to change
the ground or subject matter of the claim, to increase or decrease the amount of claims, to renounce the
claim, to acknowledge the claim or to conclude a settlement agreement, to file a counterclaim and to
demand the enforcement of a judicial act.

3. Rulings are issued on the entry of a third person not filing independent claims in respect of
the subject matter of the dispute into the case, on the drawing of a third person to participation in the
case or on the refusal of the commercial court to do so.

3'. A ruling on the refusal to allow a third person, not filing independent claims in respect of
the subject matter of the dispute, to enter into the case may be appealed against in an appellate
commercial court, by the person that filed the respective motion, within ten days from the date of its
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